

Northwest Land Conservation Association Meeting

Thursday, May 26, 2022
10:00am
 Meeting
1. Meeting called to order by Dufford @ 10:04am.
2. Introductions:
George Bussey (Ashland LCC), MaryJo Gingras (Ashland), Ben Dufford (Bayfield), Craig Conroy (Burnett LCC), Emily Moore (Burnett), Ann Lane (Burnett), Ashley Vande Voort (Douglas), Sue Hendrickson (Douglas LCC), Erik Wojchik (Polk), Tim Seidl (Sawyer), Natalie Erler (Sawyer), Lisa Burns (Washburn), Brent Tessmer (Taylor), Liz Osbourne (WDNR), Christina Anderson (WI L+W), Nick Stadnyk (Rusk), Heather Palmquist (Iron)  

Correspondence – none.
3. Minutes- Motion to approve minutes made by Conroy/Gingras; MC.
4. Public comments – none.
5. Finance report – a copy of the finance report was included in the packet. Motion to approve the finance report made by Vande Vorte/Stadnyk; MC.
6. NW Area Elections
a. Chair -  Motion to nominate Ben Dufford for NW Area Chair and close nominations to cast a unanimous ballot made by Conroy/Hendrickson; MC.
b. Vice Chair - Motion to nominate Craig Conroy for NW Area Vice-Chair and close nominations to cast a unanimous ballot made by Dufford/Gingras; MC.
7. WI Land+Water BOD NW Area Rep Elections- 
a. LCC Rep -  Motion to nominate Craig Conroy for NW Area LCC Rep for the WI Land+Water BOD and close nominations to cast a unanimous ballot made by Gingras/Sidel; MC.
b. LCC Alternate-  Motion to nominate Sue Hendrickson for NW Area LCC Alternate for the WI Land+Water BOD and close nominations to cast a unanimous ballot made by Conroy/Gingras; MC.
c. LCD Rep -  Motion to nominate Ben Dufford for NW Area LCD Rep for the WI Land+Water BOD and close nominations to cast a unanimous ballot made by Gingras/Conroy; MC.
d. LCD Alternate-  Motion to nominate MaryJo Gingras for NW Area LCD Alternate for the WI Land+Water BOD and close nominations to cast a unanimous ballot made by Dufford/Conroy; MC.
8. LCC Training – Matt Krueger joined the meeting via Zoom and gave a training for LCC members, this training was recorded and will be made available to future viewing on the WI Land+Water website.  
9. County round table – 
Ashland: Hired a new Agricultural Technician through National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) grant. Matt Bolen will work with producers in Ashland, Bayfield, Douglas, and Iron Counties to write Nutrient Management Plans and enroll farmers in the Farmland Preservation Program and work part-time with Wildlife Damage. Natural Flood Management projects are in the design phase with construction this summer after a rocky road.  Bussey (LCC) reported he has an interest in Forestry/Ag; looking at biochar and if it would be a good fit for Ashland County.
Bayfield: Lots of shoreland erosion issues, lots of Lake Superior shoreline erosion issues.  This year they have 5 interns, boat wash station across the 4county area.  Delta Dump project this year is a massive project that Travis and Stacy have been working on.  Total cost around $650K, Travis and Stacy were able to work on grants to assist with cost.
Burnett: Moore is AIS /Shoreline consultant, Ferris has been out sick for over 6 weeks, hoping he returns soon.  The technician has been out as well, so they are extremely short-staffed.  Working on ordinance revisions but on hold due to staffing, Tree and Shrub sale 12,000 trees sold.  There are several erosion plans on many rivers, PL mass-rearing cages are up. 

Douglas: AEA approved in January, navigating NR151; AIS -stop the spiny project is a new project, Swedish dish clothes to clean gear, SWF field trip for the LCC to look at projects, LCC really appreciated it.
Iron: Tree and Shrub sale went well, sold large stock 3-4’ which saw an increase in sales, one nursery didn’t ship so there were 2 pickups, major pain.  3 LTE staff just started, couldn’t hire a 4th position.  Way behind in project design due to weather and late construction season last year.  Grass and Wildflower pickup is coming up next week.  
Polk: Government Center is under remodel making ADA changes; LWCD will be moving Aug 1st to new office.  Tree sale sold 16,000 trees, do school presentations to all the 6th graders (8 schools) all kids get a white pine.  Lots of construction projects.
Rusk: Tree sale was the best year ever, this is the first year they are doing a plant sale and it’s going well.  Intern starting on non-metallic mining mapping/database; healthy lakes grant; county shoreland protection grant, new county program kicking off $10K in cost-share; Drone is proving to be a very valuable tool; Stadnyk offered to do a demo to shore usefulness; ATV ordinance working with Forestry; ramping up invasive species work – Buckthorn; Drone used for monitoring for zoning, mines, etc.
Sawyer: Lots of site visits, pit inspections, projects from last year will hopefully be put in soon.  Bidding on dam project (the only bid) was higher than planned.  Tree sale a success, moved to an online ordering system which helped greatly; Erler getting caught up on training and AIS work planned out.  
Taylor: New engineering technician hired; wetland restoration, rain garden, busy season; tree sale sold 16,000 trees; NM planning; Invasive Spp Garlic mustard, Buckthorn Bash with Upper Chippewa CISMA Roadside survey work potentially.
Washburn: Tree sale had 10,000 trees; next week is the plant sale with 109 sales – record year, they have a drive up system since COVID and it works well; Healthy Lakes Grant – 5 signed up with lots of interest/site visits, many don’t fit program; new WDACP person; workshops are back in person again (CBCW, Yellow Iris and others); Decontamination ordinance growing; joined the campground bandwagon – starting to see this become an issue in Washburn county zoning; Producer led grant – field day possibly; NW Lakes Conference June 17th!
10. Organization reports – 
WLWCA: County Con meeting July 14-15 in Point; Michael Hook is the new SITCOM person, educator background.  Penny is retiring new person already lined up – Isabelle Paulson.  Christina has been working with Monroe County on carbon stocks with tree sale, can help others if interested.
WDNR: Liz Uzborne Trim grant scoring; Runoff grant program in general – low application this year; MDV program – looking at changes; pit close may be removed; 9-key element planning; Lake Superior Collaborative was great; Addressed Bio-Char from a demo site @ Red Cedar Watershed; Rainfall simulator – Bio Char

BOD – July 14-15 Meeting at the County Con Meeting is next date.

Tech Committee – June 3rd – Standards 380, 561, 627, 632, 634, 328 are being discussed now; new members which is good.

PIC – Stadnyk/Hendrickson not much to report, there is an upcoming meeting on Aug 18th
YEC – need kids at high school camp – low numbers maybe due to no camp since 2019

GLC- Douglas Co got a small grant for the Stop Spiny project; working on Plastic pollution and micro plastics as a focus lately for group.

Leg/Admin – June 14th; state budget  
11. Future agenda items – Drone training – Sept 23rd. Any other items get to Dufford/Palmquist.
12. Next meeting dates – September 23rd for Drone Demo
13. Adjourn – Motion to adjourn at 11:58 made by Gingras/Stadnyk; MC.

