

Northwest Land Conservation Association Meeting

Wednesday, March 1, 2023
4:15
 Meeting
1. Meeting called to order by Dufford @ 9:40am.
2. Introductions:
Jason Tegan (Price LCD), Emily Moore (Burnett LCD), MaryJo Gingras (Ashland LCD), Karyn Eckert (Taylor LCD), Ashley Vande Voort (Douglas LCD), Sue Hendrickson (Douglas LCC), Ben Dufford (Bayfield LCD), Melissa Kraft (Bayfield LCD), Natalie Erler (Sawyer LCD), Brad Olson (Polk LCC), Eric Wojchik (Polk LCD), Rachel Hanson (Rusk LCD), Jon Runstrom (Rusk LCD), Travis Tulowitzky (Bayfield LCD), Dave Ferris (Burnett LCD), George Bussey (Ashland LCC), Karsten Peterson (Polk LCD), Trent Kuechenmeister (Polk LCD), Klayton Kree (Taylor LCD)
Move item #5 to #3 to accommodate WI Land+Water Staff.
3. Minutes- Motion to approve minutes with changes to Vande Voort spelling made by Henrickson/Conroy; MC.
4. Public comments – none.
5. Finance report – a copy of the finance report was included in the packet. Motion to approve the finance report made by Gingras/Hendrickson; MC.
6. 2023 Budget – Motion to approve the 2023 budget made by Wojchik/Vande Voort; MC.
7. 2023 Coordinator MOU – Motion to approve/sign the 2023 Coordinator MOU made by Gingras/Stadnyk; MC.
8. Local Policy Input – Anderson reported that the resolution process has changed through the strategic planning process.  The new process will allow issues from areas to be brought to Matt Krueger or Leg Admin, from there it will be filtered through the appropriate committee to draft or alter the resolution.  Issues should be taken first to the area, not just from one county.  The area can decide to move forward with the issue and fill out an online form.  Land+Water is working on a tracking system to track the resolution to see what happens to them.
9. Envirothon Sponsorship – Burns asked if the NW Area would consider sponsoring Envirothon. Discussion on program and how to alter budget to accommodate.  Motion to amend the 2023 budget to include a new line item Outreach and Education - $250 for Environthon and change the Travel line to $150 made by Gingras/Wojchek; MC.
10. County round table – 
Ashland: Flood management program – 6 grants has been difficult; hired 2 new FT staff Ag Tech & Marengo River Tech; T&S program w/climate change adaption component, donations on T&S brochure for youth programs, first-year raised $600 and now about $1100/year provide incentives for teachers to do P&S contest and other EE opportunities.  Mike Pero will be retiring in Oct ’23 after 22 years of service. Congratulate him!
Bayfield: 5 FTE staff in dept, grant & county funded; Forestry Dept working on Carbon Credit program; Delta Dump project wrapped up $800K project.  
Burnett: Staff is back!  Wrapped up big TRM grant project;  new version of tracking system; looking at writing lots of AIS grants next year as they are finishing up their 3yr grant, groundwater program.
Douglas: Ag Outreach; AEA created, help expand farmer O&E, Ag Tech from Ashland doing NM plans; 170 tests on private wells discussed reclamation plans for solar farms.  
Iron: Kaari Creek project finally got funding; reporting & LTE hiring for ’23 field season.  
Polk: New hires in dept, Nicole is new Admin and new watershed specialist, Large scale TRM grant in #1 priority watershed; stormwater; groundwater sampling through SWRM grants, tree sale.
Rusk: watershed TRM & F&W grant 3 year; groundwater program, shoreland program – 52 contacts – 15 funded – big success.  
Sawyer: Reviewing grants for lake associations, wakeboard ordinances, contacted by VT on ordinances.   
Taylor: Farm training wrapping up, work on CS projects, last couple years have been tough with contractor shortages, Invasive Spp work, drinking water program – 110 tests/yr – lots of data as they have had a successful program for years; T&S Sale online 16-17K sold each year.
Washburn: Producer led grant; wrapped up AEPP grant now on LMPN – resulting in changes to program; T&S did drop size of T&S and increased prices as the nurseries have really increased their prices.
11. Organization reports – 
WLWCA: At the Conference there will be a room available for area meetings; budget season, Matt has been at the capitol a lot; lots of private foundations wanting to work on climate-related work & set up funding through WI Land+Water.
WDNR: New secretary Adam Payne, knows LWCD well; new leader Ann Kipper; restructuring; climate resiliency; grant season; new app due April 17th; last year there was about a 50% success rate.
UW Extension- program look at Ag & water quality, housed in Siren.
12. Future agenda items – Area Poster & Speaking Contest Location
13. Next meeting dates – Conference Mar 1st!
14. Adjourn @ 11:00 am.

