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       Waukesha County 
             Department of Parks and Land Use 

December 18, 2023 

 

 

Ms. Chris Schlutt 

Training and Events Manager 

WI Land+Water 

chris@wisconsinlandandwater.org 

 

Re: Nomination of Jayne Jenks for the 2024 Brad Matson Youth Education Award for 

Outstanding Youth Educator 

 

Dear Ms. Schlutt, 

 

I am writing to enthusiastically nominate Jayne Jenks for the Brad Matson Youth Education 

Award for Outstanding Youth Educator. As a dedicated Conservation Specialist with the 

Waukesha County Department of Parks and Land Use since 1991, Jayne has demonstrated an 

unwavering commitment to conservation education, making her a standout professional in the 

field of environmental education. 

 

Jayne's environmental educational approach is nothing short of exemplary, characterized by her 

belief in hands-on, boots-in-the-water experiences. Over her remarkable career, she has taken 

thousands of students, teachers, and volunteers into the natural landscapes of Waukesha County, 

where she has imparted invaluable knowledge on assessing water quality through activities such 

as scooping dragonfly nymphs and freshwater mussels from streambeds. 

 

With a Bachelor of Science in General Agriculture from the University of Illinois, Jayne has 

consistently been at the forefront of stormwater education and outreach. Her coordination of 

stormwater education programs for 25 communities in Waukesha County maintains compliance 

with WDNR MS4 permits and has been instrumental in fostering awareness and sustainable 

practices. Furthermore, Jayne's dedication to coordinating the Water Action Volunteers stream 

monitoring program for the past 19 years showcases her long-term commitment to environmental 

stewardship. 

 

Jayne initiated the County’s Adopt-A-Drain program, where citizens serve as custodians of 

storm sewer inlets and log their debris removal work through an interactive map. Jayne has 

creatively integrated water and soil conservation education into various outreach events. She has 

successfully coordinated Science Fest at Retzer Nature Center and introduced Stormwater Action 

Day in 2023, engaging the public and raising awareness about stormwater issues. 

 

Her involvement in coordinating Boy Scout merit badges, her leading instruction for Water and 

Aquatic Life components in WI Master Naturalist Volunteer Training, and her role in creating 

and maintaining Retzer Nature Center's Aquatic Animal Ambassadors program highlight Jayne's 

multifaceted contributions to environmental education. 
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In addition to her substantial achievements, Jayne's positive and can-do attitude is contagious, 

inspiring those around her to actively participate in conservation efforts. She effectively utilizes 

educational models and engaging materials, including storm drains, watershed models, and 

groundwater models, making complex concepts accessible to diverse audiences. 

 

In recognition of her outstanding contributions to youth education in the field of conservation, I 

wholeheartedly endorse Jayne Jenks for the Brad Matson Youth Education Award. Her passion, 

creativity, and tireless dedication make her an exemplary candidate, and I am confident that her 

impact will resonate for years to come. 

 

Thank you for considering Jayne Jenks for this well-deserved honor. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 
Alan Barrows 

Land Resources Manager 

Department of Parks and Land Use 
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