
 

 
 

 
Legislative-Administrative Committee Meeting Minutes - Approved 

 
Date: October 18, 2024     Time: 1:00 pm – 3:30 pm  

 
HYBRID MEETING 

In-person: Holiday Inn Convention Center – Stevens Point, 1001 Amber Ave, Stevens Point, WI 
54482, Spruce/Sands Room 

Virtual: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83234428678?pwd=TDJMZmJrNWtEUzZCMjJRZWhISndTdz09 
Call-in: 312-626-6799, Meeting ID: 832 3442 8678, Access Code: 494058 

 
Board Members 

☒ Kurt R. Calkins (Chair), 
Columbia Co. 

☐ Lynda Schweikert, 
Chippewa Co. (Vice 
Chair/Sec.) 

☒ Greg Baneck, 
Outagamie Co. 

☒ Heather Palmquist, Iron 
Co. 

☐ Ben Wojahn, Vernon 
Co. 

☒ Alan Barrows, 
Waukesha Co. 

☒ Melissa Schlupp, Sauk 
Co. 

. 

☒ Brian Haase, Waupaca 
Co. 

☒ Amy Piaget, Dane Co. ☒ Scott Frank, Shawano 
Co. 

☒ Tom Boisvert, Lincoln 
Co. 

☒ Katie Abbott, Iowa Co.  ☐ Fred Strand, Bayfield 
Co. 

 

Advisors (Non-Voting) 

☒ Katy Smith, DATCP ☒ Karl Gesch, DNR ☒ Dan Zerr, UW-Madison 
Division of Extension 

☒ Ben Uvaas, DNR 

WI Land+Water Staff (Non-Voting) 

☒ Matt Krueger ☒ Christina Anderson   
 
WI Land+Water meetings are open meetings. Individuals may observe in person, via conference phone, or via 
web conference if desired. Order and time allowed for agenda items may be changed due to pace of meeting or 
at the discretion of the committee chair. Please inform your chair if you cannot attend.  
 
 

ALL AGENDA ITEMS ARE ACTIONABLE 
 

 
1) Call To Order – 1:02 

a. Roll Call 
i. Additional Attendees: Jimmy VandenBrook, Bob Micheel, Brooke Bembeneck, Kirstie 

Heidenreich 
b. Adopt Agenda/Additions 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83234428678?pwd=TDJMZmJrNWtEUzZCMjJRZWhISndTdz09
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i. Motion by Greg Baneck, seconded by Tom Boisbert. Motion Carried 
ii. Adding Agency Updates 

2) Approve Previous Meeting Minutes – July 15, 2024 
i. Motion by Amy Piaget, seconded by Brian Haase. Discussion to add missing DNR 

report. Christina will update. Motion carried. 
3) Discuss 2025-2027 State Budget Priorities 

a. This was discussed as part of the County Conservation Meeting. Any further questions?  
b. Need to be more proactive, trying new approaches.  
c. Discussion about new, potential partners (lake groups), leveraging existing partners (WCA, 

existing coalitions).  
d. DATCP shared their official budget paper - https://doa.wi.gov/budget/SBO/2025-

27%20115%20DATCP%20Budget%20RequestRH.pdf#page=167  
i. This $12.1mil request (100% & 70% of positions) are calculated from the county 

request from 2023.  
ii. Includes $5 mil in cost share – we’d rather staffing so we can spend this money 

e. Discussed the overall need to work with partners about legacy funding.  
4) Discuss WI LAND+WATER Policy Priorities and Implementation Strategies 

a. Discussed strategies for activating LCC membership. Specific asks for members. Supporting 
documents.  

i. Video to be played during LCC meeting, resolution templates, information for county 
lobbyist…. 

5) Discussion Of Partner Priorities/Shared Policy Priorities 
a. Many partners sharing policy/budget priorities. Coalitions pulling together shared priorities. 

CWI will lobby together, share press release with priorities; other groups just looking for 
sign-ons and where we can pick up each other’s priorities with our own lobbying efforts.  

b. Clean Water Initiative (DBA, TNC, Clean WI, WI L+W) developing priorities now likely will 
included: 

i. county con funding,  
ii. transition to grazing support  
iii. expanding well compensation. 

c. Clean Economy of Wisconsin Coalition priorities include  
i. county con funding,  
ii. Knowles-Nelson,  
iii. transition to grazing,  
iv. making climate project positions permeant at DNR,  
v. grant program for climate planning (AB850) 

d. American Farmland Trust policy working group 
i. Reinstate funding for the PACE program 
ii. Also supports county con funding 

e. Grazing Network 
i. This group launched around training needs and the transition to grazing bill. Will 

continue to advocate for more grazing support. 
ii. Also pulling all of the partners priorities together to identify shared goals. There are 

around 21 policy ideas that range from county con funding, federal policy, and food 
systems. Many outside of our conservation priorities, though adjacent.  

f. Wake Boats coalition  
i. Minnesota report should be coming out soon. Will be important and we should be 

able to get behind them.  

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2023/proposals/ab850
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12umzwTy4PU6uSLknG_ptXG0izq4gZuG1/view?usp=sharing
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ii. Determined we will wait to put our logo behind the effort until we have a draft bill to 
respond to.  

6) Recruitment Of Area Association LCC Members to Our Committee 
a. Discussion about importance of LCC member engagement on Leg/Admin Committee and 

overall at Area Associations too.  
b. Better connect with WCA Ag Committee, specific meetings for LCC engagement. 

7) Solicit Input on Committee Members’ Experiences Related to DNR Regional Nonpoint, Wetlands & 
Waterways, and CAFO Program Administration 

a. WI Land+Water staff have fielded many various complaints about inconsistency with 
regional staff, primarily in permitting roles.  

b. Matt & Christina are meeting with Secretary Directors, Jill Schoen and Shelly Allness to 
discuss some of the issues.  

c. Committee discussed challenges, what’s working well, opportunities for improvement. 
8) Next Meeting Date (Dec. 16, 1-3:30 pm, location TBD) 
9) Motion by Scott Frank, seconded by Brian Haase. Motion carried.  
10) Adjourn – 3:30 


