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Legislative-Administrative Committee Meeting Minutes — Approved

Date: October 16, 2025 Time: 1:00 pm — 3:00 pm (following County Con meeting)
Location: Expo 1, Holiday Inn Stevens Point

Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83234428678?pwd=TDJMZmJrNWtEUzZCM{jJRZWhISndTdz09

Phone Dial-in: 312-626-6799

Meeting ID: 832 3442 8678, Access Code: 494058

Committee Members

[J Lynda Schweikert,

Chippewa Co. (Vice
Chair/Sec.)

Kurt R. Calkins (Chair),
Columbia Co.

Alan Barrows,
Waukesha Co.

Brian Haase, Waupaca
Co.

Katie Abbott, lowa Co Amy Piaget, Dane Co.

[ Dustin Ladd, Juneau Paul Tollard, Kenosha
Co Co.

Greg Baneck,
Outagamie Co.

Melissa Schlupp, Sauk
Co.

Scott Frank, Shawano
Co.

Meg Turville-Heitz,
Jefferson Co

Heather Palmquist, lron
Co.

Tom Boisvert, Lincoln
Co.

Fred Strand, Bayfield
Co.

Advisors (Non-Voting)

[] Katy Smith, DATCP [ Karl Gesch, DNR

Alex Elias, DATCP Collin Driscoll, WCA

Dan Zerr, UW-Madison
Division of Extension

Ben Uvaas, DNR

WI Land+Water Staff (Non-Voting)

Matt Krueger Christina Anderson

WI Land+Water meetings are open meetings. Individuals may observe in person, via conference phone, or via
web conference if desired. Order and time allowed for agenda items may be changed due to pace of meeting or

at the discretion of the committee chair. Please inform your chair if you cannot attend.

ALL AGENDA ITEMS ARE ACTIONABLE

1) Call To Order

a. Roll Call 13 of 15 in attendance/quorum present

b. Adopt Agenda/Additions


https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83234428678?pwd%3DTDJMZmJrNWtEUzZCMjJRZWhISndTdz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1644702838665250&usg=AOvVaw1e2zWAaaD6jfVqPz2Syq0M

i. Request by Matt Krueger to amend the agenda to include discussion of sign on
letters
ii. Motion to adopt agenda as amended by Brian Haase, seconded by Scott Frank.
2) Approve 8/6/2025 Minutes
a. Motion to approve the minutes by Amy Piaget, seconded by Katie Abbott. Motion carried.
3) Sign on letters
a. Discussion: WI Land+Water receives requests to sign onto various advocacy letters. Though
not a preferred process, when requests come in with a short turnaround ask, but align with
our mission and do not appear to be controversial, Matt discusses with Kurt Calkins to
determine whether to sign on. Recent letters include:
i. Farm Credit Council’s call for Farm Bill 2.0 — signed on
ii. American Rivers Murray-Daines Floodplain Enhancement and Recovery Act - S.
1564.bill — signed on
iii. UMRBA Gulf Hypoxia Letter — deadline at the end of the month

b. Action — Because UMRBA has a longer deadline, Matt will send to the committee for review.

4) Legislation
a. Assembly Bill 453 Relating to: required approvals of rezoning requests related to residential
development, contents of and consistency of local ordinances with local comprehensive
plans, certain tax incremental district project costs related to residential development, and
tax incremental district lifespan extension.

i. Discussion: working with Farm Bureau and Wisconsin Counties Association.
Concerns over FPP. Initially registered in opposition to this bill.

ii. Assembly Amendment 5 offered, which removes all lands within a town from this
mandatory rezoning process and exempts lands within a farmland preservation zone,
farmland preservation agreements, or within an Ag enterprise area which may be
within the boundaries of a city or village. Moved our opposition to neutral.

b. Ag Package:

i. Senate Bill 284 Relating to: a sustainable aviation fuel production tax credit.

ii. Senate Bill 323 Relating to: establishing a dairy cattle innovation program.

iii. Senate Bill 326 Relating to: creating a nutrient loss reduction grant program.

iv. Senate Bill 412 Relating to: creation of a farmland link program.

v. Discussion: DATCP testified on SB 326 about concerns over redundancy.

vi. WI Land+Water not weighing in on the bills.

5) Partner Updates
a. DATCP -
i. Staffing:
1. Filling Kim Carlson’s position.
2. Environmental tech hired in the NE.
ii. Joint allocation approved
iii. Programs: Producer-Led Watershed Grant application review; NOPP, waiting for gov
to sign so they can post
b. DNR -
i. Working with WI Land+Water and DATCP on Progress & Resource Analysis
(discussed during County Con meeting)
ii. Staffing:
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1. Regional NPS retirements coming up, and one CAFO regional specialists.
Unknown how those recruitments will go with federal uncertainty.
2. Agriculture Section Manager will be holding interviews. In the meantime,
contact Erin Hanson serving as acting Section Manager.
c. UW Extension
i. Staffing:
1. Lost 90+ employees through federal health program cuts. Ripple effects
throughout Extension.
2. Water program is still funded through 2027, so safe for now.
3. Kelsey Hyland is moving on to pursue grad program. They'll fill that position
by the end of the year.
ii. Extension is supporting the NLRS stakeholder meeting in Decemeber.
iii. WWASH conference in December, registration is open.
d. WCA
i. Supreme court race in spring, looks to be liberal leaning until at least 2027
ii. Gov race next Fall. Dems 6 candidates. GOP 3 candidates so far.
iii. Starting to hear about next year’s senate/assembly candidates.
iv. Some of these election races might be why the bills are moving a little slower.

6) Outcomes from County Conservation Meeting
a. Progress & Resource Analysis
i. Review: Counties and DNR have some level of compliance information, tracking.
But, without a single source database, tough to answer some big questions.
1. How far we are to meeting statewide compliance
2. Extrapolate the results to better understand and advocate for resource needs.
ii. Discussion went really well. General, broad support. A long list of good ideas came
out of it. Now need to organize ideas, help shape the project.
iii. Next steps: Ben is organizing notes, developing synopsis and will get that back to
this group. Will have a few counties test run the form.
iv. Timeline on the one-pager is tight for full in-depth analysis. Ben/DNR thinking about
ways to stick with the timeline, but allow for more information to trickle in. TBD.
v. Questions? Matt/Christina, Ben, Clayton
b. Enhanced wakes
i. Takeaways:

1. Discuss need to communicate about the impacts, not so much the specific
boats. Enhanced wake, invasive species transfer through ballasts.

2. Identified need for building shared understanding of the issues. Will work on
some basic resources for WI Land+Water website, Annual Conference
session.

3. Discussed many partners and opportunities for public outreach (signage at
boat launch, notices with short-term rental, supporting GIS mapping efforts
with lakes groups).

4. Cody from Wildlife Federation attended the session and provided updates on
state advocacy efforts. WI Land+Water will continue to stay in the loop, but
not formally join that coalition.

ii. Leg/Admin discussion: Note from Collin at WCA — Though it seems legislators are
nervous around this topic, there may be room for negotiating incremental steps
between stakeholder group and industry before next summer lake season.
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c. Others?
i. Staffing grant discussion with DATCP
1. Takeaways:
i. Overall agreement not to make big changes to the formula
ii. Basics on how to get the most of your position forms
iii. Got the increase, counties aren’t going to do more with it.
Absorbing back into the county. Fed uncertainty, health care
cost increase, other budget issues, stabilizing staffing is a win.
2. Leg/Admin discussion:
a. Discussion on communicating increase as a stabilizer.
b. Pros and cons of the maintenance of effort provision.
c. Difficulties in long-term planning and county investment with two year
budget cycles.

7) Local Policy Input
a. Area Association Legislative/Administrative Committee Rep Issue Updates
i. None discussed
b. Current local policy issues
i. Floodplain checklists: Tech Committee staying engaged on wetlands and waterways
progress. Testing out checklist to continue to gain broad support. Many training
opportunities in development (DNR/WI L+W/DATCP/NRCS; Wetlands Association).

8) Upcoming Meetings
a. Monthly check-ins during legislative session: November 5, Dec 3— First Wednesday of the
month, 1-2. Christina will send calendar invite.
b. Will bring dates to next meeting to determine 2026 quarterly meetings.
9) Adjourn
a. Motion by Greg Baneck, seconded by Scott Frank to adjourn. Motion carried.
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