
 

 
 

 
Legislative-Administrative Committee Meeting Minutes - Approved 

 
Date: February 20, 2025     Time: 1:00 pm – 3:30 pm  

Location: Virtual (via Zoom) 
 

Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83234428678?pwd=TDJMZmJrNWtEUzZCMjJRZWhISndTdz09 

Phone Dial-in: 312-626-6799 Meeting ID: 832 3442 8678, Access Code: 494058 
 

Committee Members 

☒ Kurt R. Calkins (Chair), 
Columbia Co. 

☒ Lynda Schweikert, 
Chippewa Co. (Vice 
Chair/Sec.) 

☐ Greg Baneck, 
Outagamie Co. 

☒ Heather Palmquist, Iron 
Co. 

 
☒ Alan Barrows, 
Waukesha Co. 

☒ Melissa Schlupp, Sauk 
Co. 

. 

☒ Brian Haase, Waupaca 
Co. 

☒ Amy Piaget, Dane Co. ☒ Scott Frank, Shawano 
Co. 

☒ Tom Boisvert, Lincoln 
Co. 

☒ Katie Abbott, Iowa Co.  
☒ Fred Strand, Bayfield 
Co. 

 

Advisors (Non-Voting) 

☒ Katy Smith, DATCP ☒ Karl Gesch, DNR ☐ Dan Zerr, UW-Madison 
Division of Extension 

☒ Ben Uvaas, DNR 
☒ Collin Driscoll, WCA 
 

WI Land+Water Staff (Non-Voting) 

☒ Matt Krueger ☒ Christina Anderson   
 
WI Land+Water meetings are open meetings. Individuals may observe in person, via conference phone, or via 
web conference if desired. Order and time allowed for agenda items may be changed due to pace of meeting or 
at the discretion of the committee chair. Please inform your chair if you cannot attend.  
 
 

ALL AGENDA ITEMS ARE ACTIONABLE 
 

1) Call To Order  
a. Roll Call 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83234428678?pwd%3DTDJMZmJrNWtEUzZCMjJRZWhISndTdz09&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1644702838665250&usg=AOvVaw1e2zWAaaD6jfVqPz2Syq0M
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i. In addition to those listed above: Nathan Fikkert, NRCS; Alex Elias, DATCP; Bob 
Micheel; Brady Bartels; Carl Wepking; Jessica Schoen, DNR; Katie Vogeler; Monte 
Osterman; Tyler Gruetzmacher; Zach Mohr; Meg, Jefferson Couty; Dave Troester;  

b. Adopt Agenda/Additions: Barrows motioned, Piaget seconded, motion approved 
2) USDA/NRCS Update – Nathan Fikkert 

a. Still executing core responsibilities utilizing Farm Bill Dollars 
b. IRA funds on hold 

 
3) Approve October 18, 2024 Meeting Minutes: Boisvert motioned, Piaget seconded, motion approved 
 
4) WCA Introduction & Updates- Collin Driscoll, WCA Government Affairs Associate  

a. Started in November 2024, Conservation  
b. Staffing Grant one of 4 top WCA priorities 
c. Legislature needs to hear from counties at the listening sessions 
d. Connect with key supporters in each county 

 
5) Partner Updates 

a. DATCP – Alex Elias, Agency Liaison 
i. Started in October of 2024 (position formerly filled by Fallot) 
ii. Tim Anderson – Div Admin in December 
iii. Bureau Director interviews in March 
iv. SE Area Engineer - Interviews in January, offer job in February  
v. Stacey Dehne – Leaving NE Area Engineer 
vi. Lisa Trumble Retired in January 
vii. H&H Position on pause due to portion of position funded by NRCS 
viii. Annual Reports due Feb 28, Moved the date up so DATCP can finalize by June 
ix. DNR/DATCP Joint Grant due April 15 

b. DNR – Ben Uvaas, WI DNR Water Res. Mgt. Spec. 
i. Jason Knutson, Watershed Mgt. Bureau Director 
ii. Jess Schoen – NPS Coordinator 
iii. Cafo fully staffed 
iv. Working on nutrient loss reduction strategy 
v. April 15 TRM NOD Deadline 
vi. Engaging with EPA on funding questions 

c. UW Extension – Not present 
d. NACD - Monte Osterman, Bob Micheel & Christina Anderson attended National Conference 

i. Interest in Wisconsin Model 
ii. Strong Association due to joint membership (Supervisor/Staff) 

 
6) Area Association Legislative/Administrative Committee Rep Updates 

a. SA – Schlupp – meetings are more engaging; TTECH frustrations 
b. SE – Barrows – Mark Jenks retired 
c. NC – Boisvert – Wake Boat Issues, utilizing tax professionals with filings 
d. WC – Schweikert - Poster/Speaking Contest, discussed incorporation issue 
e. W – Micheel - Reestablished area meetings 
f. LM – Frank – Rhobust agenda, utilizing meetings to engage on issues 
g. NW – Palmquist – Poster/Speaking Contest, Loss of DATCP Area Engineer  
h. LW – Haase – No pressing issues 
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i. WLW – Introduced Carl Wepking, new SOC Coordinator  
 
7) Committee Recruitment 

a. Brainstormed ideas to recruit more LCC members to Leg/Admin Committee Mtgs 
i. Meetings are too long 

1. Move business/policy items to beginning 
2. If they leave early, quorum shouldn’t be an issue 

ii. Pre-set dates so they can plan ahead 
iii. Challenge each area to appoint one member 
iv. Needs to provide a benefit to supervisor that they can use at election time 
v. Provide hook in email  

 
8) State Budget 

a. Governor announces his budget 2/18 
b. WI Land+Water advocacy efforts (handouts, toolkit, check lists) 
c. Action needed from membership 

i. Ask each Committee Chair to provide a level of commitment to County Con who will 
report back to WLW 

9) Legislative Bills 
a. SB 3: relating to: requiring local approval for certain wind and solar projects 

before Public Service Commission approval (Sen. Marklein, Rep. Tranel) 
i. Motion by Caulkins, Seconded by Schweikert to oppose, motion carried 

b. Other 
i. Grass Pilot Project 

1. Krueger will monitor and bring back when a Bill is created 
ii. Fertilizer from Manure labeling 

1. Krueger will monitor and bring back when a Bill is created 
10) Local Policy Input  

a. Ongoing Updates: 
i. Tiling – Piaget – Check out conference presentation 
ii. Wake Boats – Krueger – Coalition, WLW supporting science based standards 
iii. PFAS – Anderson – Health & Conservation following  

b. New request from Southern Area Association (See Below):  
SUBMISSION 
Summary 
"DNR and FEMA have recently begun strictly enforcing a rule that Counties must require a Hydrologic 
and Hydraulic Study (H&H) for any floodplain permits in an AE floodplain. This is a policy shift; in the 
past DNR has allowed and trusted counties to make judgment calls on H&H needs. FEMA has 
threatened to revoke flood insurance for the entire County if we don’t comply, which would impact the 
ability for homeowners to get mortgages. This is cost-prohibitive for most landowners and is stopping 
good projects from happening."  
 
Intended outcome: 
"We would like something for AE floodplains similar to the “no-rise” checklist used for A floodplains, 
exemptions for certain practices, and/or some other method to give counties the ability to make a 
reasonable judgement call. Otherwise, counties and landowners will need much more financial and 
capacity support to be able to complete H&H studies affordably. SWRM cost-share for engineering 
services cannot exceed 70% of the engineering costs or 15% of the total eligible costs of the practice, 
whichever is less (ATCP 50.40(7)(c)). For example, with a $5000 stream crossing, only $750 would be 
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eligible for an engineering services payment, so hiring private engineers for this service would be too 
expensive for all but the largest projects.” 

i. Krueger will set up a meeting with Hannewall Abbott, Caulkins and himself to discuss 
next steps 

 
11) Set 2025 Meeting Dates   

a. Set Regular Quarterly Meeting Dates 
i. April 2nd 1-3 pm 
ii. June 4th 1-3 pm 
iii. August 6th 1-3 pm 
iv. October 16th after lunch at the County Con meeting 

b. Meeting Cadence During legislative Session In Addition To Regular Meetings 
i. Once a month on Wednesday afternoon.  Will cancel if not needed 

12) Adjourn 
a. Motion by Piaget, Seconded by Abbott to adjourn 


