

Northwest Land Conservation Association Meeting

Friday, January 28, 2022
10:00am
 Meeting
1. Meeting called to order by Dufford @ 9:02am.
2. Introductions:
MaryJo Gingras (Ashland), Ben Dufford (Bayfield), Melissa Kraft (Bayfield), Craig Conroy (Burnett LCC), Dave Ferris (Burnett), Ann Lane (Burnett), Ashley Vande Voort (Douglas) and Sue Hendrickson (Douglas LCC), Erik Wojchik (Polk), Tim Seidl (Sawyer), Natalie Erler (Sawyer), Karen Eckert (Taylor) Lisa Burns (Washburn), Shawn O’Connell (Burnett), Emily Moore (Burnett), Liz Osbourne (WDNR), Christina Anderson (WI L+W), Nick Stadnyk (Rusk), Jon Runstrom (Rusk), Heather Palmquist (Iron)  

Correspondence – none.
3. Minutes- Motion to approve minutes made by Ferris/Hendrickson; MC.
4. Public comments – none.
5. Finance report – a copy of the finance report was included in the packet. Year-end balance for 2021 was $4,894.51   Motion to approve the finance report made by Hendrickson/Wojchik; MC.
6. 2022 Budget - Motion to approve proposed budget Conroy/Hendrickson; MC.
7. 2022 Coordinator MOU – No changes. Motion to approve the 2022 MOU Hendrickson/Burns; MC.
8. Recognizing John Haack - Burns explained John Haack was a retired natural resource partner who passed away suddenly in December. He was very influential in the natural resource field, patient, an amazing educator, and a wonderful person in general. We recommend a donation to Hunt Hill Audubon Sanctuary in his honor. Conroy suggested that we also should do a plaque and memorial at Hunt Hill to John. Sue is in support of someone who did a lot of work for the area. Heather also mentioned that Ruth King (DNR) and GLIFWC are working on a re-seeding wild rice project for wild ricers to spread wild rice seed in John’s honor to help sustain northern WI’s wild rice beds.  Motion to approve transfer of $400 from travel budget to a donation in honor of John Haack and allow for a donation on association counties 2022 Dues Gingras/Hendrickson. MC.
9. NW Area Poster and Speaking Contest – We had 132 posters submitted in 2021 and 204 this year. We had 33 speakers enter this year. Covid has helped to increase the number of participants and we are happy to see the increase. The Speaking Contest will be held virtual through pre-recorded videos and will take place after this Area Meeting ends. Judges for the Speaking Contest include Ashley Vande Voort (Douglas), Mary Pardee (UWEX-Madison), and Dale Cox (St. Croix National Park Service).
10. County round table – 
Ashland: Hired a new Agricultural Technician through National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) grant. Matt Bolen will work with producers in Ashland, Bayfield, Douglas, and Iron Counties to write Nutrient Management Plans and enroll farmers in the Farmland Preservation Program and work part-time with Wildlife Damage. Natural Flood Management projects are in the design phase with construction this summer. 

Bayfield: Deer carcass removal project, very well received. Delta Dump project will include large stabilization and restoration project to include gabion baskets and mats. The total cost around $350K, Stacy and Travis were able to get grants to cover about $300K. Travis Tulowitzky was voted Technician of the Year.

Burnett: Map feeder project includes Ashland and Rusk Counties. CAFO and Campgrounds continue to be a hot issue. Currently, re-writing Siting Ordinance that was in conflict with a conditional use permit. Need to adopt Operation Ordinance that includes some parts of the Siting Ordinance. A considerable amount of has been spent in court over campground issues. 

Douglas: Cost-Share projects were difficult to implement in 2021 due to landowners and contractors.  Working on Manure Storage Ordinance. Have a great AIS Coordinator (Zach Stewart) who is fully supported through grants.

Iron: Kaari Creek watershed project 9 stream crossing replacements and 800+feet stream channel restoration.  Trying to work on funding this large-scale project, projected to cost approximately $350K, will fund through CS, Innovated SEG funding, and applying for a large NFWF grant.  
Polk: Offered a first-time Stewardship Award in 2021. Awards went to Horse Creek Watershed Council and to Karen Englebretson in charge of lakes and rivers organization for 20 years. Internship program includes 2 positions, closes at the end of the month.

Rusk: Increasing education efforts in invasive species outreach and education and pollinator projects.  Challenges with implementing conservation practices due to contractors.  Applying for municipal dam grant. Purchasing a drone for land conservation and zoning work.

Sawyer: All conservation projects had to be extended to 2022 due to contractor availability. Hired Natalie Erler as the new Conservation Technician at the end of 2021. From Chicago area, Northland College graduate.

Taylor: Karyn Eckert updated that they are now hiring a new technician. Writing a Farmland Preservation Plan through NWRPC and developing an AEA.  Upper Chippewa group applied for an invasive species grant to include roadside survey in Sawyer County.

Washburn: Campgrounds are an issue and involve appeals and land-use conflicts.  Have been working on their LWRB 5-yr review.  Received $21,000 Farmer-Led grant to work with farmers on rotational grazing, cover crops, and field days. Tree Sale is really busy this year and we are running out of most species.

11. Organization reports – 
WLWCA: New office downtown. New hire for outreach and trainings. Unfortunately, the conference will be virtual. Hoping to bolster the next County Conservation meeting. Launched Climate Resilience Program and updated website. Ferris serves on Maple Syrup committee.

WDNR: Liz Uzborne NR 151 targeted program for Nitrate has paused due to inability to meet the scheduled deadlines. Multi-discharge program payments to counties have been announced.  April 15th is the deadline for runoff grants.  Contact Liz or Ruth if you have any interest.  
12. Future agenda items - Elections need occur at the June meeting, consider running for a position.

13. Next meeting dates – June 2022, will send out a doodle to schedule a date.
14. Adjourn – Motion to adjourn at 11:23 made by Henrickson/Wojchik; MC.

